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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Staab U.S. Patent 6,152,688. 

1 . A fuel pump having a driven impeller facing a casing part (Feature 4 and 
7), 

with rings of guide vanes arranged in the impeller concentrically enclosing 
one another and defining blade chambers, with partially annular fuel feed 
ducts (Fig. 1 feature 12 and 14) facing the rings of guide vanes in the 
casing part, 

and with outlet ducts connected to the partially annular ducts, the rings of 
the blade chambers and the partially annular ducts forming a radially inner 
delivery chamber (Fig. 1 feature 21) 
and a radially outer delivery chamber (Fig. 1 feature 22), 
characterized in that a radially outer delivery chamber is connected to a 
radially inner delivery chamber via a connecting duct (Fig. 3). 
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2. The fuel pump as claimed in claim 1, characterized in that the connecting 
duct is arranged in the casing part and connects partially annular ducts (fig. 
1 and 3, feature 4) . 

3. The fuel pump as claimed in claim 1 or 2, characterized in that the 
connecting duct takes the form of a groove arranged in the casing part (fig. 
3, feature 4). 

Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Burhenne U.S. Patent Application 
Publication 2004/0211396. 

12. A fuel feed system for an internal combustion engine of a motor vehicle 
having a fuel pump with an impeller for drawing fuel from a fuel tank and 
delivering the fuel to the internal combustion engine, characterized in that 
the pump has a radially outer delivery chamber that is connected to the 
internal combustion engine and a radially inner delivery chamber that is 
connected to a jet pump arranged inside a fuel tank (fig. 1 feature 14 and 
15, fig. 4 feature 44). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Staab U.S. Patent 6,152,688. 

To the extent that Staab does not expressly detail 
the subject matter set forth in applicant's claims this 
is considered to be obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art given the teaching of Staab figures 1, 2 and 3. 

Applicant's subject matter sets forth known 
elements found in Staab, serving a known function and 
yielding no more than one of ordinary skill would 
expect . 

Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Burhenne U.S. Patent 
Application Publication 2004/0211396. 

To the extent that Burhenne does not expressly 
disclose the control device of applicant' s claims this 
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subject matter is obvious to one of ordinary skill as 
electronic control of engine fuel pumps is 
conventionally known and practiced. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to J.PAGE HUFTY whose telephone number is (571)272- 
9966. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 am - 5:00pm, Mon- Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen K. Cronin can be reached on 571-272-4536. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 



Application/Control Number: 10/567,654 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3747 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/J. Page Hufty/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3747 

/Stephen K. Cronin/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3747 



